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A FURTHER CONTRIBUTION TO THE ORNITHOLOGY OF 
UGANDA (WEST ELGON AND DISTRICT). 

By DR, V. G. L. VAN SOMEREN, M.B.O.U. 

(Plates III.— VII.) 

A S indicated in the introduction to my paper on Uganda Birds in Ibis of 
April and July 1916, 1 have, since writing those notes, obtained another 
collection from Uganda, principally from the West Elgon district. 

I have now worked this collection out and have to add 61 speeies to the 
former list. This collection contains 652 specimens referable to 210 speeies and 
sub-speeies. 

Most of the birds were shot in the forest below the Bamboo zone. Those 
collected within the Bamboos are marked with an asterisk. Few were collected 
in the grass above this zone. Other specimens were collected between M’Bale 
and the Elgon foothills. 

I have to thank Dr. Hartert for helping me to name some of the specimens. 

In a later number I hope to publish notes on a collection made on the east 
of Elgon including the south Turkana country. 

The arrangement follows that of Reichenow in his Vogel Afrikas. 

Nairobi, B.E.A., 1917. 



COLUMBIDAE. 

1. Vinago calva salvadorii Dubois (Grey-tailed Green Fruit Pigeon). 

3 I, $ 2. Common on the mountain and lower regions during the fruit 
season. 

2. Columba guinea longipennis Reiehw. (Haekle-neck Pigeon). 

$ 1. These birds do not appear to differ in any way from specimens col- 
lected in Western Uganda. They were met with in the more open districts at 
the foot of Elgon, and were not seen on the mountain itself. 

3. Columba arquatrix Temm. (Purple Fruit Pigeon). 

3 1, $ 3. This is more or less a forest species whieh is plentiful at the 
fruit season. At other times a few odd pairs are occasionally met with. They 
are local migrants. One old female is almost uniform in colour owing to the 
white tips to the feathers being entirely worn off. 

4. Turtur lugens Rupp. (Speekled-wing Dove). 

$ immat. Not very plentiful. They frequented the more open forest 
rather than the acacia country, and were usually found in the tliieker trees along 
the rivers. They are ground feeders for the most part, but also feed on berries 
of various fruit-trees. The specimen preserved is in the interesting stage where 
the feathers of the mantle and breast and abdomen are edgeclv ith pale oelnaeeous. 
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5. Turtur capicola tropicus Reich w, (White-venteci Dove). 

6. Turtur semitorquatus Rupp. (Grey-vented Dove). 

<$ 2, $ 2. <$ 1. Both common on the foothills and in the low country, the 
former not ascending so far up as the latter, but keeping more to the acacia 
eountry. 

7. Turturoena delegorguei sharpei Salvad.* (White- collared Pigeon). 

<$ 4, ? 3. These birds, from the type locality of T. sharpei , belong, in my 
opinion, to the same subspecies as the birds obtained round Nairobi and Kyambu, 
B.E. A., though both differ markedly from the plate of . sharpei in Novitates 
Zoolooicae, Tring, 1894, plate III. 

In the fair series obtained no two birds are alike in colour of the mantle. 
One adult male approaches the rufous-baeked form as figured, but is rather 
darker, and so are some birds from Nairobi, and these latter are, I understand, 
similar to those of the Escarpment. 

The only apparent colour difference between birds from Elgon and those 
from Nairobi seems to be that on the breast, which in southern birds is brighter 
purply-red. 

In size they differ slightly, thus Elgon birds have an average wing measure- 
ment of 160 to 165 mm. and Nairobi birds 175 mm. 

I have no birds from Natal with which to compare my birds, and am thus 
unable to decide whether or not Nairobi birds are the same. 

Common at times. Feeds freely on berries and wild figs. 

8. *Aplopelia larvata Tcmm. (Cinnamon-breasted Dove). 

<3 1. Unfortunately this is a young bird in first plumage and is thus diffi- 
cult to place with any certainty; it may possibly be A. jacksoni. 

This is a bird of the forests, inhabiting the under and middle growth, thus 
being difficult to procure and easily overlooked. It is a ground feeder, the ehief 
food being snails and other land moilusea, as well as seeds of various sorts. 

They are shy and easily alarmed, but do not fly far. 

9. Tympanistria tympanistria Temm. (White-breasted Dove). 

S 2 $ ]. Common in the lower forests. Seen on the ground more fre- 
quently than in trees. 

In the males the moult from second plumage to adult takes place rapidly 
and they do not assume a plumage similar to that of females between the 
second and full dress. 

* I do not now believe that the bird figured on the plate mentioned is T. sharpei. The latter 
had been described from a head and neck only, and when Lord Rothschild received a skin, tho 
head and neck of which agreed with the “ type,” we naturally thought it was the same. Dr. van 
Someren now sent me an adult male and two females from Mount Elgon, which have the back deep 
slaty black, while in our specimens from Nguru and Escarpment the back is dark chestnut-brown 
with more or less pronounced metallic green edges to the feathers. A male from Moschi 
(Buchanan coll.) approaches, but is not quite like our Elgon specimens. I therefore doubt that the 
Nguru and Escarpment birds are quite identical with tho Mount Elgon birds, which arc, of course, 
true sharpei. T. del. delegorguei from Natal has the mantle still more reddish chestnut, but is closely 
allied to the Escarpment form. 



E. Haktert. 
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TALCONTDAE. 

1. Polyboroides typicus Cab. (Bare-faced Whistling Hawk). 

3 1 . A single very dark specimen was obtained. 

2. Kaupifalco monogrammicus Tenim. (Lesser Barred Hawk). 

3 1. Common. I can find no description of the first or second plumages 
of this bird, nor have I ever obtained a specimen in either of these plumages. 

3. Astur melanoleucus Sm. (Pied Sparrowhawk). 

1. A nice clean specimen in full breeding dress. They are not very 
common. 

4. Astur tachiro Baud. (Barred Sparrowhawk). 

c 5 1. One specimen in full dress was procured. 

5. Micronisus gabar Daud. (Lesser Barred Sparrowhawk). 

3 1, 3 immat. This is one of the commoner hawks. If the black birds, 
hitherto known as M. niger Bonn., are nothing more than melanistic forms of the 
grey bird, it is interesting to note that they are comparatively common, also 
that they lack the characteristic white upper-tail coverts. 

C. Astur sphenurus Riipp. (Ruppell’s Sparrowhawk). 

$ 1 . A female in the second immature dress. 

7. *Buteo auguralis Salv. (Red-tail Buzzard). 

$ 1. A fine specimen was shot off her nest, which contained two eggs of a 
dirty white ground, indistinctly mottled with brownish. 

8. Elanus coeruleus Desf. (Black-wing Kite). 

3 2, $ 1. A very common species. 

9. Baza verreauxi Lafr. 

10. Baza emini ? (Cuckoo Falcon). 

3 1, $ 1. I have before me an interesting series of birds, showing four 
distinct phases of plumage. 

In the fully adult bird, the under wing-coverts are a bright red-brown, 
uniform. The barring on the flanks is of the same colour, thus agreeing with 
B. emini . 

In specimen 2 the coverts are white with red-brown bars, while the flanks 
are barred with dark brown. 

Specimen 3. Under wing-coverts uniform pale sandy brown, and the under- 
surface of the body barred with light and dark brown and with a few' blackish 
droplet spots. 

Specimen 4. Under wing-coverts white or creamy uniform, the whole of 
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the undersurface white with numerous blackish droplet spots which are rather 
smaller than those on specimen 3. 

The under tail-coverts also differ, thus in specimen 1 they are pure white, 
in 2 white with traces of black shaft streak, in 3 distinct black shaft streak and 
spots, in 4 wide black shaft streaks and black spots. 

This bird is so seldom collected as to be considered rare in collections, but 
I am certain that it is fairly plentiful. 

11. Falco cuvieri Sm. (African Hobby). 

o 1 • Frequently seen but seldom obtained. The specimen procured was 
shot late one evening high up in the air where it was feeding on the large white 
ants which were flighting at the time. 

STRIGIDAE. 

1. Bubo africanus cinerascens Gner. (Lesser Long-eared Owl). 

6 1. This specimen is in fair condition but appears to be rather greyer 
than typical birds. 

This owl was met with on the foothills in fair numbers. 

2. Asio capensis Smith (Long-eared Grass Owl). 

V 1. Fairly common, being frequently flushed in the reed-beds by rivers. 

3. Otus senegalensis Swains. (Cape Little Owl). 

0 1 • A single specimen was shot. It is of a distinctly rufous shade. 

4. Otus senegalensis ugandae Neum. (Uganda Little Owl). 

r? 2, $ 1. At certain times these birds seem plentiful and are no doubt 
local migrants. The specimens procured are all alike. 

5. Syrnium woodfordi, ab. suahelicum Eeichw. ab. nigricantius Sharpe 
(Brown Forest Owl). 

6 2, $ 2. In this small series two birds are in the darker phase and two 
brown. A nestling in down procured near Nairobi was of a pale dirty white 
tinged with brownish, with the wings blackish-brown faintly banded with whitish. 
It is now four months old and is assuming a blackish dress so far as the mantle 
is concerned, but the undersurface is distinctly rufous. 

1 cannot admit these varieties as distinct forms. These birds inhabit the 
forests and select the dense places in which to roost during the day. 

FSITTACIDAE. 

1. Poicephalus meyeri saturatus Sharpe (Yellow-shouldered Parrot). 

o 1, ? 2. So much variation occurs in these birds that it is almost 
impossible to correctly place any one specimen unless the locality is given. The 
specimens obtained ought to belong to P. m. saturatus ; they, however, lack the 
yellow” on the crown, have decidedly blue rumps, and are distinctly washed with 
green on the nppcrsidc. 
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It is interesting te note that I have in my aviaries two birds obtained in 
South Kavirondo from their sleeping hole in a dead tree. One bird, which I take 
to be the male, resembles the Elgon birds in every way, while the other differs 
in having the rump distinctly yellow-green without any trace of bluish and the 
underside even mere yellow-green. 

I agree with C. Grant, Ibis, April 1915, page 260, that P. virescens and 
P. nyansae are synonyms of P. m. sat unit us. 

These birds are usually found in pairs or small flocks, in the acacia country. 
They are timid and very noisy. They nest in holes in trees and use these places 
for sleeping in at night, during the off-season. 

2. Agapomis pullarius Linn. (Red- faced Love Bird). 

3 L $ 1. Flocks Avere occasionally seen, but always in the scrub and 
acacia country, not on the mountain. 

The male bird has the underwing coverts blue-black like the elbow joint, 
while in females these arc green. 

The amount of blue on the rump varies in individuals. 

MUSOFHAGIDAE 

1. Corythaeola cristata yalensis Mearns, 1915 (Greater Crested Turaeo). 

<J 1. If we accept Mearns’ statement that the Great Crested Turaeo of 
Yala River district is separable from the typical bird, then this specimen must 
belong to his subspecies. 

Specimens from Mount Elgon and Yala are, to my mind, indistinguishable. 
It is well known that these birds vary in plumage according to season and age, 
and it would be interesting to know whether Mearns’ specimens w T ere collected 
throughout the year or all in one month. 

As regards size, some of my western birds equal those from Elgon. 

2. Musophaga rossae Gould. (Yellow’- billed Turaeo). 

3 1 . This specimen is in partial moult on the mantle, and it is interesting 
to note that whereas the eld feathers are purplish blue, the new ones arc dark 
blue. 

Fairly common. 

3. Chizaerhis zonura Rupp. (Hackle- necked Turaeo). 

3 1 . An adult in good plumage w T as obtained in the forest at the foothills. 

4. Turacus hartlaubi Fiseh. & Reichw. (Hartlaub’s Blaek-erestcd Turaeo). 

3 1, $ 2. Mearns has recently ( 1 91 5) separated the birds north of Maehakos 
to the Lake under the name T. h. medius . and if the subspecies is a good 
one then these birds will probably be T. medius . Unfortunately I have no 
birds from the Kilimaneharo district for comparison. 

Birds from Elgon do not differ in any way from specimens collected through- 
out the year in the Kyambu Forest near Nairobi. 
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5. Turacus leucolophus Hartl. (White-headed Turaco). 

o 2. My collectors report that these birds were common on the lower 
slopes. 

This species does not appear to differ in any part of its range. 

6. Turacus emini Rchw. (Green-crested Turaco). 

o 1,91- This species is certainly more restricted in its range than the 
preceding one. Birds from the Yala River do not differ from those procured 
in Western Uganda. 

Individuals from both localities sometimes show a distinct golden bronze 
on the neck. 



CUCULIDAE. 

1. Centropus superciliosus Hempr. (Hackle-necked Caucal). 
o 1 . Common in the low country. 



2. Ceuthmochares aereus intermedius Sharpe (Yellow-billed Caucal). 
o 1 . Widely distributed but nowhere very common. 

3. Coccystes cafer Licht. (Black-crested Caucal). 

1, Juv. 1. This species was common in the acacias but was not seen 
on the mountain. 



4. Cercococcyx mechowi Cab. (Long- tailed Cuckoo). 

S 2. A few examples of this rare Cuckoo were seen in the dense forests, 
towards evening. 

Elgon is, as far as I can ascertain, the furthest east locality in which this 
species has been obtained. 



5. Cuculus jacksoni Sharpe (Jackson’s Black Cuckoo). 

$ 2. The various phases in the plumage of this species, C. clamosns and 
0. mabirae , require working out with care. The variations are great. The young 
are difficult to tell apart. 



6. Cuculus solitarius Steph. (Common Red-throated Cuckoo). 

<$ 1. This is a common species which is found in forests and more open 
country. 



7. Chrysococcyx caprius Bodd. (Common Bronze Cuckoo). 

S 3, $ 2. This cuckoo was very common, especially during the courting 
season. Their calls were incessant. 

A young of this species was found in the nest of Nectar inia erythrocerea . 
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8. Chrysococcyx cupreus Shaw (Yellow-vented Emerald Cuckoo). 

Cf. C. Grant, Ibis , July 1915; Bannerman, Ibis , April 1915. 

^ 1. v. 16. As pointed out by C. Grant in the Ibis quoted above, the 

name C, cupreus must now be applied to the Yellow-breasted Emerald Cuckoo 
with the uniform yellow under tail-coverts. 

The specimen collected was shot in May. 

9. “ Chrysococcyx cupreus intermedius Hartl.” (White- vented Emerald Cuckoo). 

o I. 7. iv. 16. This bird, according to Bannerman, Ibis 1912, is a South 
African bird which migrates north during the winter from April to September. 
In this connection I should like to draw attention to the fact that I have collected 
this form in March, April, May, and June, and in September and October. 

The birds shot in May and September were calling loudly, and had large 
testes. 

Also that I collected a specimen of the bird with uniform under tail-coverts 
and one with barred, from practically the same tree within a few minutes of one 
another in September of 1916. 

10. Chrysococcyx klaasi Stepli. (White- breasted Emerald Cuckoo). 

<$ 3, $ 4. Common. There was a noticeable increase in this species in 
1916. 

INDICATORIDAE. 

1. Indicator sp. ? 

$ 1. This is an adult specimen in fresh plumage. It does not agree with 
any of the known species which have been described, except L exilis ansorgei , 
C. Grant, B.O.C . 35, 1915, from Portuguese Guinea. The locality is against it 
belonging to this species, but the wing measurement, viz. 75 mm., comes within 
that given for the types, 71-80 mm. 

The description of the bird is as follows : 

Head greyish with indistinct shaft streaks ; mantle and coverts greyish 
olive, without well-defined streaks. 

Edging to wing feathers pale gieenish, not golden. Chin white with faint 
streaking ; rest of undersurface pale greyish, not washed w ith olive. Outer tail 
feathers clear white, without a creamy tinge, and all rectriees broad. 

The bird is certainly quite distinct from two small Honeyguides collected in 
the Mabira Forest and referred to I. exilis , or I. e. pygmens Reich w\ 

CAFITONIDAE. 

I. Tricholaema lachrymosa Cab. (Pied Barbet). 

cJ 1. If wo accept C. Grant’s statement that T. radcliffei Og.-Grant is a 
synonym of T. lachrymosa , then the specimens collected must be referred to 
the older name. Ibis , July 1915. 

It is of interest to note, how ever, that birds collected at Sio River and North 
Kavirondo have pear-shaped spots, similar to the Elgon birds, and specimens 
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from Central Uganda have rounded spots. All the birds, (> individuals, appear 
to be adult. 

It is not a common species. It inhabits the open acacia country. 

Of three specimens recently collected in East Africa, all have round spots. 

2. Barbatula jacksoni Sharpe (Jackson's Grey-throated Barbet). 

o 3, y 2. It is of interest to note that all these birds have the flanks 
heavily washed with olive-brown, whereas birds from Nairobi and district have 
paler flanks. Also that these latter, while being smaller, have the yellow of the 
rumps rather paler. 

This species is found in the forests and localities where there are clumps 
of trees. It possesses a very loud call, and is a good ventriloquist. 

3. Barbatula leucolaima nyanzae Xeum. (Pale-bellied Barbet). 

3 1 . Hitherto I have only collected this species from Mabira and Kyetumc. 
It appears to be quite a good subspecies. 

It was collected in the forests along the mountain streams. 

4. Barbatula leucomystax Sharpe (Olive-coloured Barbet). 

£ 2. This species is bv no means common. It was collected in thick 
forest. 

5. Taehyphonus elgonensis Sharpe (Yellow-billed Giant Barbet). 

o 4, $ 1 . Apparently a common species inhabiting the forest. We have 
collected it from North Kavirondo west to Kampala. The amount of white 
on the wing varies in individuals. 



FICIDAE. 

1. Dendropicus caroli Alalh . (Spotted Green Woodpecker). 

3 2, $ 1. A scries of six adult birds have been collected. Not having 
specimens from West Africa, 1 am unable to decide whether these birds differ 
in any way. 

They are rather uncommon. 

2. Campothera nubica Gm. (Red- crowned Spotted Woodpecker). 

3 2, 9 1. Comparing the two males one finds that in one the spots on the 
underside are large and round, the spotting extending from well up on the throat 
and slightly on the flanks. In the second specimen the spots take the form of 
crescents which become elongated into bars on the flanks and very numerous. 
The female has the flanks spotted. 

The birds are all from the one district. 

Two birds from Uganda proper have very small spots and arc rather paler. 

3. Mesopicos goertae centralis Rchw. (Red-crowned Grey Woodpecker). 

3 3, $ 1. Fair numbers were seen, and usually in pairs. 

A noticeable feature of a young male is the obscure barring on the whole of 
the undersurface. 
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4. Mesopicos xantholophus Harg. (Golden- crowned Olive Woodpecker). 

2, $ 2. Since my notes on this species were published in the Ibis of 
April 1916, I have received a nice series of this bird. 

Unfortunately, not having any specimens from West Africa with which to 
compare my specimens, I am unable to state whether there are differences. 

Reiehenow gives the distribution as “ Unter Guinea bis Njamnjam ” — Njam- 
njam being south of Soudan and north of the Belgian Congo. 

5. Thripias namaquus iutermedius C. Grant (White-throated Woodpecker). 

5, $ 3. The difference between Uganda and East African birds is slight, 
and birds from the former locality can be matched with specimens from the 
latter. On the whole, Uganda specimens are more clearly marked on the upper 
and undersurface, but in many eases the breast is distinctly washed with brownish 
black. 

These birds were not common. 

6. Mesopicos ellioti Cass. (Elliot's Woodpecker). 

j 1, $ 1. This species was decidedly scarce, only one pair being seen. The 
distribution appears to be a rather wide one. It was described from Gabun 
(Muni) and has been found in Cameroon. Possibly the West African birds may 
differ slightly from eastern ones, but there is nothing tangible to separate them 
on. A bird from Toro (Hartert, in lift.) agrees perfectly with the Elgon ones, 
while one from the Mpanga forest is as richly coloured as Cameroon examples. 
The bill varies in size individually. 

7. Dendropieos lafresnayi lepidus Cab. (Abyssinian Little Woodpecker). 

o 4, $ 5. These birds which I have placed under the above heading agree 
with the description of the sub-species given by Grant in the Ibis , July 1915, and 
also with the wing measurements, males 87-SS mm., females 84-88 mm. 

In these birds the first and second primaries are uniform brownish black, 
without any barring. 



8. Dendropieos lafresnayi ? 

c? 2. These two birds, with wings of 78 and 87 mm., arc much clearer, darker 
green above than the preceding subspecies, and the bars on the back are rather 
more distinct. 

The fore part of the head is a brownish black, follow ed by a red patch, which 
in turn is broadly succeeded by a broad black band on the hind neck. 

The second primary is barred, thus differing from D. /. lepidus. Further- 
more the undersurface is greyish white broadly streaked with distinct black, 
and lacking any yellowish w-ash. 

9. Yungipicus obsoletus Wagl. (Little Plain-backed Woodpecker). 

S 2, $ 2. Two pairs of this somewhat rare little Woodpecker were ob- 
tained, on the way to Elgon. They are distinctly lighter on the back than East 
African specimens (Fort Hall) and have wing measurements of S3 ram. 

They are fully adult, and besides having the tail more narrowly barred, lack 
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the brownish wash on the breast which the southern birds possess. For the 
time being I place these as typical Y. obsoletus , and the Fort Hall birds as Y. o. 
ingens. The former may be Neumann’s Y. o. nigricans (Abyssinia). 



COLIIDAE. 

1. Colius leucotis affinis Shelley (White-cheeked Coly). (PI. VI. VII.) 

6 -• It is quite apparent that when series of each is laid out side by side 
the birds from the East African coast are distinct from inland ones, and as 
I have had the opportunity of examining the type of C . leucotis berlepschi 
Hartert, I have no hesitation in saying that birds from Eastern Uganda south to 
certainly as far as Athi River are not C.l. berlepschi but must be C. 1. affinis. 

Vide C. Grant, Ibis 1016. Van Somcren, Ibis 1916, and Journal of East 
Africa and Uganda X at. Ilist. Society, 1017 (“ Report on Birds from Lamu and 
district ”). 



TROGONIDAE. 

1. Hapaloderma narina Steph. (White-tailed Trogon). 

d 2, £ 1. These birds in no way differ from birds collected in Western 
Uganda or in East Africa. A eertain amount of variation exists in the shading 
of the green on the mantle and in the intensity of the crimson of the breast, 
but birds from all three localities can be matched. These colours vary with age 
and exposure. 

2. Hapaloderma vittatum Shell. (Barred-tail Trogon). 

o 1 , 1 . The two birds before me appear to differ somewhat from speci- 

mens from Nairobi and district, but I have not yet obtained a sufficient series 
from Uganda to note whether these differences are cons ant. 

CORACIIDAE. 

1. Eurystomas rufobuccalis Reiehenow (Rosy-cheeked Yellow- billed Roller). 

d 1 . This appears to be typical E. rufobuccalis . 

ALCEDINIDAE. 

1. Halcyon senegalensis senegalensis Linn. (Grey- breasted Kingfisher). 

d. An adult in fresh full plumage. The amount of bluish wash on the 
crown is not a constant feature. 



MEROFIDAE. 

I. Melittophagus lafresnayi oreobates Sharpe (Cinnamon-breasted Bee-Eater). 

d 1, d Juv. This male, though obtained from the type locality of M. 
oreobates , has a distinet blue forehead and superciliary stripe, furthermore the 
band on the chest is dark blue not blue-black, with a line of blue separating the 
yellow of the throat from the band. The yellow of the throat is of a paler shade 
than in specimens from East Africa. 
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2.- Melittophagus pusillus cyanostictus Cab. (Little Yellow- throated Bee-Eater). 

< 5 1, Juv. 1. This specimen from Elgon lias the superciliary stripe blue, 
which colour extends well over the forehead in a broad blue line. The neck band 
is as in M . cyanostictus . I am compelled to put it under this heading and not 
M. meridionalis . It is interesting to note, however, that birds agreeing to both 
descriptions have been collected together at Kisumn. In this locality I have 
collected a bird with the whole of the forehead and front of crown blue. 

I might again call attention to a small Bee-Eater collected on the Wabegenji 
River, Uganda, which is neither typical M . meridionalis nor J7. cyanostictus 
nor M. oreobates. 

In general scheme of colour it resembles i!7. meridionalis , but differs from 
this bird in having the crown and mantle shot with copper and having the chest- 
nut of the upper breast extending well on to the abdomen as in M. oreobates . It 
has no white line under the black ear-coverts. Wing measurement = 90 mm. 

3. Merops persicus persicus Pall. (Great Green Bee-Eater). 

1, $ 1. Plentiful at times. The area of and the intensity of the yellow 
on the throat varies considerably. 

UPUPIDAE. 

1. Irrisor erytkrorhynchus marwitzi Rcliw. (Eastern Green Wood-Hoopoe). 

o l, <S Juv. This male is abnormal in that the feathers of the throat are 
brow n w ith small triangular green tips. Furthermore it has only the two outer 
tail feathers spotted, the third pair not at all. Cf. my note Ibis 1916, under 
this heading, where one specimen has three feathers spotted on one side and only 
two on the other, all the tail feathers being present. Vide C. Grant s I. e. ruiven - 
zorae , Ibis 1915, p. 286. 

Is the bird from Elgon I. e. ruwenzorue ? Iam inclined to think that the 
Rmvenzori bird, being unique, is simply an aberrant 7. e. marwitzi . 

The young bird is in the “ bronzy” stage and has the bill black. 

2. Irrisor erythrorhynchus ? Subsp. nov. 

1. This specimen cannot be placed in any of the three groups defined 
by C. Grant, Ibis 1915. It has the wings and tail uniform as in I. b. jacksoni , 
but the head is green almost as in I. e. marwitzi. The w ings are bluish, not greenish 
as in 7. b. jacksoni. Bill red, feet dark red. The rectrices are narrower than in 
7. b. jacksoni. 

3. Irrisor bollei jacksoni Sharpe (Elgon White-headed Wood-Hoopoe). 

5, $ 4. In this series the coloration is uniformly the same. The wing 
measurement in the males is 123-133 mm. and in the females 122-130 mm. long. 
These birds are considerably smaller than birds from Kikuyu country, which 
have the wings 140-144 mm. long, and tails of 240 as compared to 200 in Elgon 
birds. 

Another interesting difference is that Elgon birds lack the coppery bronze 
patch on the lesser coverts but have the feathers of the rump broadly tipped 

IS 
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with this colour. The extent of the white on the throat is also much more 
limited and is always much purer white. All these specimens are fully adult. 

It is of interest to note, however, that birds from Kampala and district, 
that is of a lower level, are more like the Kikuyu birds. 

Apart from the adults collected two immature birds were procured. These 
have pure white heads, with the rest of the plumage black, some few feathers 
of the breast and mantle being tipped with purply bronze. The bills arc black. 
They were obtained in March. 

4. Scoptelus aterrimus Steph. (Short-billed Black Wood- Hoopoe). 

o 1 . A single specimen of this apparently uncommon species was pro- 
cured on the foothills. 



CAFRIMTJLGID AE . 

1, Macrodipteryx longipennis Shaw. (Standard-winged Night-jar). 

cJ 1. Obtained on the way to Elgon, two days from M’Bale. It was shot 
high up in the air while hawking after white ants. 

HIRUNDINIDAE. 

1. Psalidoprocne holomelaena suahelica Neitm. (East African Saw- winged 

Martin.) 

3 1 . A single specimen of this northern form of Saw-winged Martin was 
procured on Elgon. It docs not appear to differ from specimens collected round 
Nairobi district and Fort Hall. 

MUSCICAFIDAE. 

1. Bradornis pallidus murinus Fisch. (Pallid Flycatcher). 

d 2. Two specimens, in very worn and badly stained plumage, appear to 
belong to this species. 

2. *Dioptromis fischeri Reich w. (Fischers Spectacled Flycatcher). 

o 7, d juv. 2, $ 3, $ juv. 3. This species was quite the commonest fly- 
catcher on the foothills as well as on the mountain. Birds with young just 
fledged and others with nests were procured. 

3. Melaenornis pammelaina Stank (Sooty Flycatcher). 

d 1. A few specimens were seen on the foothills but they were commoner 
in the scrub. 



4. Muscicapa grisola Lin. (Spotted Flycatcher). 

6 L The specimen collected was shot in March and is in fresh clean dress. 
Several birds were seen in the scrub and on the edges of forest land. 

5. Alseonax murinus Fisch. (Little Brown Flycatcher), 
o 1, ? 1. A common species of the forests, but not ascending high up. 
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6. Cryptolopha budongoensis Seth-Smith (Little Green Flycatcher). 

6 I, 9 1. Apparently a rare species. Two specimens were obtained and 
wore the only ones met with. The most easterly locality for this speeies is the 
Ivakamega forest, North Kavirondo. 

7. *Cryptolopha mackenziana Sharpe (Green-wing Brown Flycatcher). 

3 2. Specimens collected on Elgon do not differ from birds collected on 
Kenia and at Ravine in East Africa. 

8. Batis senegalensis orientalis Heugl. (Little Pied Flycatcher). 

c? 1, ? L A fairly common forest speeies, though occasionally found in 
the scrub along with the next speeies. 



9. Batis puella Reich w. (Little Serub Pied Flycatcher). 

I, 9 1. More often found in the scrub country and not found in the 
high country. 

10. Diaphorophyia castanea Fras. (Brown Wattle-eyed Flycatcher). 

1, 9 I- Seen in pairs in the forest on Elgon. 

II. Platystira cyanea nyanzae Neum. (Puff-backed Flycatcher). 

9 2. Procured on Elgon. 

12. Trochocercus albonotatus Sharpe (White- bellied Forest Flycatcher). 

cJ 3, 9 2. Apparently this is the common form of Trochoeercus found on 
Elgon. 

13. Tchitrea viridis P. L. S. Mull. (Paradise Flycatcher). 

3 2. The two birds collected are in full white and slaty-blue plumage. 

CAMPEPHAGIDAE. 

1. Coracina pectoralis Jard. (White- bellied Cnekoo-Shrike). 

9 2. These specimens were collected in the forest on the foothills, but I 
have no doubt that they occur on Elgon itself. 

2. Coracina pura Sharpe (Grey Cuekoo-Shrikc). 

3 3 , 9 I • These birds were plentiful. They are usually found n pairs or 
small parties of 4 to 6, and are usually present in all the bird parties which are 
so frequently seen in the forests. 

The depth of grey varies in individuals, but on the whole is fairly constant, 
though the amount of blaek in the pre-orbital region in the males varies in 
extent, sometimes extending on to the chin and well over the throat. 
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3. Campephaga quiscahna martini Jacks. (Purple-bellied Cuckoo-Shrikc). 

2. There is no doubt that this is a good subspecies, the most pronounced 
differences occurring in the females. They are distinct from C. petiii, which also 
occurs in the Elgon area. They are found in the same forests as C. nigra , though 
the latter are also seen in the more open wooded country. 

4. Campephaga pkoenicea Lath. (Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike). 

1, $ 2. Fair numbers were seen on the way to Elgon, but were not 
met with on the mountain. 



LANIIDAE. 

1. Prionops cristata omoensis Neum. (Uganda Black-winged Helmeted 

Shrike). 

o 2. These birds were collected in the plains below Elgon ; they were not 
met with on the mountain. A flock of six were seen. 

2. Nilaus afer erythreae Neum. (Eastern Chestnut-flanked Brubru Shrike). 

o 1, $ 1. I have referred these two specimens to this species as they 
agree in every way with specimens collected in Eastern Uganda ( Jinja, Busoga) 
which have been so identified. They are certainly distinct from the specimen 
collected at Toro and labelled A T . a. massaicus, which name may possibly be 
a synonym of iY. minor. This specimen has the flanks bright pale chestnut, 
not dark chestnut as in the specimens from the Elgon area. 

From the localities of specimens collected between 1910 and 1912, it would 
appear that these two birds, if distinct, inhabit the same country, or at least 
that their areas overlap. 

The Toro bird of December 21, 1 91 1 , is apparently different to the specimens 
collected by the Ruwenzori Expedition, which according to Og. Grant have the 
flank hand deep chestnut, not light reddish chestnut, thus agreeing with a Toro 
bird collected by me March 22, 1912, except that in my specimen the line is 
broken, not continuous. The wing measurements are as follows : Elgon birds, 
males tw o, 81 mm., female 79 mm. ; Jinga bird, S2 mm. ; Toro bird, male, pale 
flanks, 84 mm. 

These birds were scarce. They were collected in the scrub below Elgon. 

3. Pomatorhynchus emini Reich w\ (Emin’s Rcd-vingcd Bush Shrike). 

o 1. Common in the scrub. 

4. Pomatorhynchus senegalus orientalis Cab. (Greater Red-winged Bush Shrike). 

$ 1, 6 Juv. The female was shot off her nest, which contained two eggs. 

5. Chlorophoneus sulphureo pectus similis Sm. (Orange-breasted Shrike). 

o 1, $ 1. Collected in the scrub eountry below Elgon. A nest with two 
eggs was taken. 
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6. Laniarius leucorhynchus Hartl. (Greater Black Shrike). 

J 2. Common on the foothills bnt not seen on the mountain. 

7. Laniarius jacksoni Sharpe (Jackson’s Puff- backed Shrike). 

2, 9 1. Birds from the type locality do not differ from those collected 
in South-West Uganda. 

8. Laniarius aethiopicus major Neum. (Great Pied Shrike). 

o 4, 9 3, £ Juv. 1. One of the commonest shrikes of the forests, keeping 
more or less to the undergrowth along the edges of forest clearings. 

The young bird has the undersurface strongly washed with yellowish, and 
faintly barred with blackish. 

9. Laniarius ltihderi Reichenow (Brown-breasted Shrike). 

o 5, o" Juv. 2, $ 2, 9 Juv. 3. This series of a widely distributed species 
includes birds in all stages, from adult birds to young just from the nest. 

Regarding its wide distribution, it is of interest to note that whereas 
Reichenow gives the wing measurements as 86-95 mm., this series of adult birds 
are as follows, 80-87 nun. Other measurements are correspondingly smaller. 

In adult birds the tips of the coverts are always pure white and not yellow 7 . 
Vide Og. -Grant, P.Z.S. 1910. 

It would not surprise me to find that the Elgon and Kakamega birds arc 
separable from those from Cameroon. 

This species can be called common on Elgon and in the forests in the 
Mumias districts. 

10. Laniarius erythrogaster Cretzschm. (Crimson-breasted Shrike). 

o 1. Not obtained on Elgon, but was plentiful in the scrub below’. 

11. Laniarius mufumbiri Og.-Grant (Golden-crowned Crimson-breasted Shrike). 

9 1. A fine, clean example of this rare Shrike was obtained in the dense 
scrub on the banks of the M’porogoma River. This appears to be the most 
easterly range for this species. 

12. Dryoscopus nandensis Sharpe. 

<3 4, 9 4. Birds from Elgon agree perfectly with birds collected on the 
Nandi escarpment. Dr. Hartert informs me that birds from Tanganyika 
hitherto known, believed to be the same as the Nandi birds, are in reality 
distinct. 

These birds are usually seen in pairs as is usually the case with this group. 

13. Dryoscopus malzacii nyanzae Neum. (Grey-rumped Bush Shrike). 

1 , 9 1 . Reichenow’ does not admit this subspecies, but I have retained 
it pending further investigation. 

The female has the whole of the undersurface a clear yellowish brown, 
much more so than in specimens collected in Chagw e. 
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14. Lanius collaris liumeralis Stanl. (Common Long-tailed Pied Shrike). 

1. A common species found in the open country. 

15. Lanius mackinnoni Sharpe (Mackinnon’s Grey Shrike). 

3 1, $ 1, Immat. 1. Although a common species, it was not obtained on 
Elgon, but in the plains below. 

16. Lanius collurio Linn. (European Red-backed Shrike). 

3 L This specimen was shot on its northward migration in i\larch. 

17. Corvinella corvina affinis Heugl. (Yellow-billed Giant Shrike). 

3 1, $ 1, Juv. 3 1. Obtained in the low country west of Elgon. Common. 

CORVIDAE. 

1. Rhinocorax affinis Rupp. (Thick-billed Crow). 

o 2. These birds were occasionally seen in pairs on Elgon. They are 
not common and are difficult to procure. 

DICRURIDAE. 

1. Dicrurus afer assimilis Sharpe (Common Black Drongo). 

3 2. Common in the low country. 

2. Dicrurus coraeinus Verr. (Western Black- winged Drongo). 

3 2, $ 1. These birds apparently extend from Cameroon to Elgon. They 
were especially common during the rains. 

ORIOLIDAE. 

L Oriolus oriolus Lin. (European Golden Oriole). 

3 Juv. 1. These birds were fairly common on Elgon during both the south- 
ward and northward migration, but they were wild and difficult to obtain. 

Although shot in April this male shows little change in plumage from young 
to adult. 

2. Oriolus larvatus rolleti Salvad. (White- winged Black- headed Oriole). 

3 1, 9 1. The female has a small wing measurement as compared to the 
male, 123 mm. and 139 min. 

3. Oriolus larvatus pereivali Sharpe (Black- tailed Black-headed Oriole). 

3 4, $ 2, Juv. 3 L Apparently a common bird on Elgon. The bright- 
ness of the plumage varies greatly in individuals, thus one male has the mantle 
coverts, and underside bright cadmium yellow', without any trace of olive-green 
wash, and has the outer web of the inner secondaries edged with yellow'. 

It w ould appear that the young of this species assumes a black head, slightly 
mixed with yellow, especially on the throat, with its first plumage and not its 
second as is the case in 0. rolleti . 
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STURNIDAE. 

1. Buphaga erythrorhyncha Stan I. (Red-billecl Oxpeeker). 

o 1, 9 2. Common round cattle bomas, in the plains. 

2. *PhoIia sharpei Jackson (Sharpe’s Buff-breasted Starling). 

o' 6, 9 3, Juv. 3 2, 9 2. This long series contains birds in all stages. One 
male specimen, while appearing to be adult, has the head not so blue-black as in 
typical birds, and has the mantle and wings greyish with indistinct black bars, 
the tail also grey-blaek with indistinct black bars. A common bird, found in 
flocks of G to 10. 

3. Lamprocolius splendidus glaucovirens Elliot (Great Glossy Starling). 

3 2. These birds varied in numbers according to the supply of fruit. 

4. Lamprocolius purpureus amethystinus Heugl. (Great Purple-headed Glossy 

Starling). 

o 2. These fine Starlings were not very numerous, but were occasionally 
seen in small flocks or sometimes in company with the preceding species. 

5. Lamprotornis purpuropterus Swains. (Green-headed Glossy Starling). 

3 1. This species was not met with on the mountain, but was observed 
in the acacia country west of Elgon. 

G. *Pyrrhocheira walleri elgonensis Sharpe (Elgon Red-winged Starling). 

3 2, 9 2. This Starling was met with in fairly large flocks. Females of 
typical P. walleri have the heads much greyer blue than in these birds, and are 
larger. 



7. *Amydrus morio riippelli Verr. (Ruppell’s Great Red-winged Starling). 

o 5, 9 G. Exceedingly common on the mountain during the fruit season. 

8. Stilbopsar stuhlmanni Rchw. (Stuhlmann’s Slender Red-winged Starling). 

o G, 9 G. Was very common, being found in flocks of 20 to 30, in the forest 
where there was an abundance of fruit-bearing trees. 

PLOCEIDAE. 

1. Symplectes mentalis Hartl. (Grey-baeked Weaver). 

3 4, 9 2. These birds have been carefully compared. It appears doubtful 
whether they can be separated from true S. mentalis from Buguera, North 
Uganda. Jackson has named the Nandi birds S. mandensis , and no doubt the 
Elgon birds are similar to these. 

Elgon birds certainly agree with birds from the Kakamega Forest, North 
Kavi rondo. 

They were fairly common, inhabiting the tall trees in the forests. 
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2 Phormoplectes insignis Sharpe. 

4, $ 3, Juv. (J 1, $ L Apparently a common species in the forests, 
being met with in flocks or family parties or occasionally in pairs. They were 
breeding in December. The eggs that I have taken are white. 

Birds from Nairobi do not differ, though there is some slight variation in 
wing measurements. In some specimens the longest upper tail-coverts are jet- 
black, others black tipped with olive, others again entirely olive-green. Those 
with the uniform black feathers appear to be the old birds. In the nestling 
plumage the crown of the head is a uniform olive-green, which later on becomes 
mixed with black, which in turn in the case of males is mixed with chestnut. 



3. Otyphantes reichenowi Fisch. (Reichenow’s Golden-crow ned Weaver). 

£ 1, 9 1. Not so common in Uganda as in Biitish East Africa. Obtained 
on the edges of forests, not seen further in. 



4. Otyphantes stuhlmanni Reichenow (Stuhlmann’s Black-headed Olive Weaver). 

o 1, 9 L Was plentiful. 

5. Hyphanturgus stephanophorus Sharpe (Yellow-faced Black Weaver). 

6 2, 9 3, Juv. 1, 9 2. Breeding birds were shot in December and 
January. Fairly common. 

One female has the brownish throat speckled with black. 

6. Hyphanturgus ocularius crocatus Hartl. (Black- throated Scrub Weaver). 

9 1, Juv. 1. Met with on the plains and outskirts of forests, not in the 
interior. 

7. Hyphantomis abyssinicus femininus Og.-Grant (Black-headed Great Yellow 

Weaver). 

S 1, Juv. <$ 1. Was common on the plains and acacia country. 

S. Sitagra luteola Licht. (Little Black-faced Weaver). 

3, 9 1 . Apparently there is some considerable variation in the extent and 
posterior margin of the frontal black band. In some specimens this margin is 
curved forwards, in others w r ell back. (Fresh specimens.) 

Found in the forest scrub along the rivers, it was not seen on Elgon. 



9. Ploceus superciliosus Shell. (Thick-billed Masked Weaver). 
1, 9 1, Juv. <$ 1. Fairly common below Elgon. 

10. Euplectes xanthomelas Rupp. ( Yellow-rumpcd Whydah). 

<? 1 , $ 2 . 
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11. Coliuspasser laticauda Licht. (Red-hooded Whydah). 

«J 2, 9 1. 

12. Coliuspasser ardens concolor Cass. (Black Whydah). 

«? 1 . 



13. Coliuspasser soror Rcliw. (Yellow- shouldered Whydah). 
o 3, $ 1, $ irara. I. All common on the plains, with the exception of 
C. laticauda , which was rather few and far between. 

14. Coliuspasser hartlaubi humeralis Sharpe (Hartlaub’s Buff-shouldered 

Whydah). 

S 1. Not a common species, and difficult to procure. 

15. Spermestes cucullatus Sw. (Green-headed Manakin). 
c? 1, ? 2. Common on edges of forests and in the grass country. 

1G. Nigrita f us conot a Fras. (Black-crowned Forest Finch). 

<3 1. This is the furthest east locality that I have met this species. It is 
found in the forest and forest clearings. 



17. Nigrita sparsimguttata Rcliw. (Black and Grey Forest Finch). 

1 . A few were seen on the mountain in the forests. 

IS. *Cryptospiza salvadorii Rchw. (Salvadori’s Crimson-winged Forest Finch). 

$ 3, $ 2. Prather more plentiful than one would expect, they keep to 
the thick forest undergrowth in clearings and by paths, and are easily over- 
looked. 



19. Estrilda paludicola Heugl. (Pale Waxbill). 

<3 1. Common in the grass country, especially in the vicinity of rivers. 

20. Neisna kilimensis Sharpe (Grey-headed Grass Finch). 

<3 1, ? 1. I cannot see any constant difference between birds from 
Western Uganda and those from Elgon, nor do the birds from Nairobi differ. 
Vide A T . nyanzae , Og.-Grant, F.Z.S . 1910. 

21. Vidua serena Linn. (Pied Pintail Whydah). 

<3 2, $ 2. A fact which is worth notice here is, that the females when 
coming into full breeding condition assume a black or dark brown bill, not coral- red. 
The coral-red bill is found only in young birds in their second plumage, in males 
in all stages except the nestling phase, and in some females in the off season. 

A similar change is met with in adult females of Quelcn aethiopicn, but in this 
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species the females when adult assume horny 3’ellow hills which are retained. In 
males the bill remains crimson. Another point of interest with regard to the 
Quelea is, that in all my adult specimens ( 4 ) of Q . quelea from Lake Edward and 
Toro, the eheeks and throats are dark chocolate-brown, not black as in specimens 
of Q. aethiopica (7) from Nairobi and district. These points are not mentioned 
in Shelley’s Birds of Africa , vol. iv., nor in Reiehenow's work. 

We have taken the eggs or young of V . sercna from the nests of the follow- 
ing : Most commonly, Estrilda massaica, E. rhodopyga . E. deknnerei once, and 
Lagonosticta ruberrima, more often one egg or young to each nest, but occasional^ 
two are found. 

The young in nestling plumage vary somewhat, some being uniform on the 
back and wings, others showing dark centres to some of the feathers of the mantle 
and inner secondaries. 

FR, IN GIL LI DAE. 

22. *PoliospizastrioIata affinis Reiehw. (Striated Serin Finch) (PI, 111 .) 
o 4 , ? 3 . 

23 . *Poliospiza albifrons Sharpe (White-faced Serin Finch), 
o 7 , ? 5. Both exceedingly common on the mountain. 

24 . Serinus shelleyi Neum. (Shelley’s Large Yellow Serin Finch), 
o 1. A few were seen but not in the dense forest. 

25 . Serinus flavivertex Blanf. (Yellow-barred Serin Finch), 

£ 1, $ 2, imm. J 1. A very distinct species, with the 3 r ellow bars on the 
wings most noticeable. 

Young birds have the breast heavily streaked with black, and the mantle 
brownish. 



26 . Anomalospiza imberbis Cab. (eanary-Iike Bishop Finch). 

^ 2, $ 1 . I have referred the birds in the present collection to this species 
with some hesitation, for they certainly do not agree in all particulars with the 
description and figure of A. iwberbis in Shelley’s Birds of Africa , vol. iv. pt. 1 . 
Birds which agree most closely are those which have just come through the 
breeding season and are well worn ; these have the feathers of the mantle sharply 
pointed as depicted in the plate and are of a blackish brown with yellowish 
edges, whereas in clean fresh-plumaged birds the feathers of the mantle, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts and also the scapulars, olive greenish yellow with dark 
shaft streaks and edged with grey, giving to the upper surface of the bird a more 
or less uniform greyish green colour, the dark shaft streaks not being visible. 

Birds from La mu agree fairly well. 

In the ease of the females, my specimens are much whiter on the underside 
than in the ease with the female figured. Judging from my series (30 speci- 
mens) I am inclined to think that the female depicted is not quite mature. 

As 1 can find no description of the immature bird in first plumage 1 give 
the following: Undersurface clear buff, with slight yellowish wash. Ciovn 
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and cheeks bright Naples yellow, mantle slightly paler, the feathers of the crown 
and mantle having black centres. 

The feathers of the wings blackish brown with broad buff-coloured edges, 
slightly darker on the coverts. Rump similar to the mantle. Bill blackish 
brown above, yellowish below. Feet greyish brown. 

As the bird becomes older the underside becomes paler, and the black centres 
to the feathers on the upper surface become more distinct, giving the bird a 
darker appearance. This second stage is not retained for any length of time, 
the young soon moulting in traces of adult plumage, which in the case of the 
males takes the form of bright yellow^ feathers on the breast. This second phase 
is not brought about by moult, but by wearing of the feathers. 

Even as nestlings, these birds have the characteristic bills. 

This species was breeding in June and July 1912 at Kisumu, amongst the 
grass and scrub. I found only one nest, containing two young. The nest 
resembled somewhat that of Quelea cardinalis , being slung between grass stems 
and composed of fine grass. Although not recognising the species at the time, 
I took photographs of the nestlings, which were just ready to leave the nest. 
They are quite unmistakable. 

The localities other than those given by Shelley, from which I know speci- 
mens to have been collected, having seen the actual fresh skins, are as follow s : 
Kisumu, West Elgon, Nairobi, Athi Plains, and Lamu. 

Whether these birds breed in colonies or not I cannot say, but it is probable 
that they do, although I found only one nest at Kisumu. 

They certainly congregate in flocks of 20 to 200 or more, just after the 
nesting season, for it was out of such flocks that I w r as able to procure my 
specimens. From such flocks one may obtain birds in all stages of plumage 
and conditions. 

When congregated into flocks these birds frequent the grass country, appar- 
ently preferring the vicinity of water ; here they feed on various grass seeds and 
spend a great deal of their time roosting in the dense papyrus and other rank 
grasses. 

They are extremely pugnacious and quarrel amongst themselves and with 
other birds. Specimens which I have alive had to be removed from an aviary 
containing other finches. 

I have not heard their song, but the call when disturbed is a double note 
like tc tweet tweet,” repeated frequently. 

They are extremely wild and difficult to procure unless one is prepared to 
get w^et in wading through the swamp grasses and taking the birds as they come 
over. 



27. *Linurgus elgonensis sp. nov. 1917 (Oriole Finch). 

<J 3, $ 2. A very distinct species, description as follow s : 

Adult male : Entire head and throat black, the black of the throat extending 
on to the upper breast. A yellow' band separates the black of the head from 
the mantle, w r hich is uniform yellow-olive, as are also the upper tail-coverts and 
tail, the feathers of the latter edged with brighter yellow. The whole of the 
undersurface from crop to under tail-coverts bright yellow. Wings: coverts 
yellow-olive, the tips of the coverts yellowy forming a bar across the wing; 
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primaries, black with pure wliite tips; outer secondaries black with outer 
margins yellow, margin of inner web white, tips white; inner secondaries 
outer web almost entirely yellowish, inner web black with broad white margins, 
except the two innermost, which are greyish at the base, rest of outer web 
yellowish, inner web white with yellowish tinge, tips of all white. The black of 
the inner web of the third innermost secondary is visible when the wing is 
closed, thus forming a black spot. Inner primary coverts black, white tips. 
Eyes brown ; legs flesli- 3 ’ellow ; bill salmon-yellow. 

Wing 71 mm. 

Adult female : Almost entirely yellowish olive-green, darker on the crown 
and rest of head, brighter on the undersurface, abdomen yellower. Wings as 
in male but the yellow-olive replaced by olive-green, rest of wing similar. 

Wing 70 and 71 mm. 

These birds were found in the forests on Elgon, usually in pairs. They were 
not common. 

The localities from which this species has been taken are West Elgon and 
Kakamega Forest, in North Kavirondo. 

28. Emberiza flaviventris Steph. (Yellowy-breasted Bunting). 

S 1, imm. S 1. Fairly common. 

MOTACILLIDAE. 

1. Motacilla alba alba Linn. (White Wagtail). 

S 3, $ 2. Several were seen during the winter and early spring. The 
males were in full plumage by March. 

2. Motacilla longicauda Rupp. (Black- winged White Wagtail). 

2, $ 1. Not very common. 

;j. Motacilla vidua Sund. (African Pied Wagtail). 

Si. A common species. 

4. Motacilla flava cinereocapilla Savi. (Grey-headed Yellow’ Wagtail). 

S 1. Not so common as the next species, but frequently overlooked wdien 
the birds are in off plumage. 

5. Motacilla flava flava Lin. (Blue-headed Yellow^ Wagtail). 

S l, $ 2. Very common, the males are usually in full plumage in April. 

0. Motacilla flava eampestris Pall. (Yellow Wagtail). 

S .1, $ 3. Quite the most common wagtail during migration, but few 
stay to winter in Uganda. 

7. Motacilla melanope Pall. (Grey Wagtail). 

S 2, $ 1. Not by any means a common migrant. 
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8. Anthus trivialis Lin. (Tree Pipit). 

£ 2, $ i. Males obtained in December are very worn, while the female 
collected in March is in fresh clean chess and is very fulvous. 

9. Macronyx croceus Vieill. (Common Yellow-breasted Pipit), 
l. Common in the grassy areas between patches of forest. 

PYCNONOTIDAE. 

1. Criniger verreauxi ndussumensis Reichw. (White-throated Bulbul). 

d 2. $ 3. Appears to be a very common bird in the Elgon forests, usually 
found in pairs or flocks of half a dozen. They are noisy, and frequent the under- 
growth, but keep to the high trees if disturbed. 

2. Phyllastrephus kakamegae Sharpe (Lesser Grey-headed Obve Bulbul). 

o 2, $ 1. See notes on next species. 

3. Phyllastrephus kikuyuensis Sharpe (Greater Grey-headed Olive Bulbul). 

0 4, $ 3. Here we would have an instance of two apparently distinct birds 
(supposed subspecies of P. tephrolaemus) inhabiting the same areas ! (Cf. P. 
albigularis , and P. leucolaema , which, however, may not be separable, in which 
case we would have males with wing measurements of 68-SS mm. and females 
67-84 mm. admitting that the sexing is correct.) 

1 am inclined to think, without actually having examined the types, that 
the two so-called species or subspecies are uot distinct, but that P. fatlcumgac 
is the immature bird. 

A forest species, which is fairly common. 

4. Phyllastrephus albigularis Sharpe (Small Pale- breasted Bulbul). 

o 1, ? 2. This is the smaller species of pale-breasted Criniger; the male 
has the wings 74 mm. and the females 70 and 73 mm. 

5. Andropadus virens Cass. (Olive Bulbul). 

d 4. A common species. 

6. Andropadus latirostris eugenius Reichw. (Yellow Moustached Bulbul). 

6 2, $ 2, Juv. c? 3. Exceedingly common. 

7. Andropadus curvirostris Cass. 

d 2. These birds have yellow under wing- coverts, and the length of the 
wings vary from 75-79 mm. 

In my paper on Birds collected in Uganda in the Ibis of July 1916, I kept 
the large birds, with wing measurements of 82-S9 mm., separate, under the head- 
ing A. c. alexanderi Oust., on account of the colour of the upder wing-coverts w hich 
were not yellow but olive w r ashed, and because of the throat being of a different 
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colour to the rest of the undersurface. Until it can be definitely proved that 
the large birds are not distinct I prefer to uphold the subspecies. The type 
locality of A. c. alexanderi is Ubangi, from which locality typical A. atrvirostris 
have also been recorded. It is quite likely that only one species exists in 
Uganda, in which case the wing measurements would vary from 75-89 mm. 

8. Clilorocichla indicator chlorosaturata van Somercn (Eastern White- tail 

Bulbul). 

(5 2, $ 2. Birds from Elgon and North Kavirondo arc similar to those 
obtained in the Mabira Eorest. 

9. Pycnonotus barbatus minor Hcugl. (Uganda Yellow-vented Bulbul). 

3 1. Met with in the foothills. 

ZOSTEROFIDAE. 

1. Zosterops jacksoni Neum. (Jackson's Ring Eye). 

3 3, 9 4. This is the common Zosterops on Elgon. It is quite distinct 
from Z. kikuyuensis . 



UECTARINIIDAE. 

1. Anthreptes collaris hypodilla Jard. (Yellow-bellied Short-billed Sunbird.) 

o 1, 9 U This species was equally common in the foothills and on Elgon. 

2. Ckalcomitra ragazzi Salvad. (Olive Sunbird). 

o 1,9 2, Juv. 2. These birds arc easily overlooked, as they keep to the 
tops of the tall trees. Young birds are very much yellower on the undersurface 
than female adults. 

3. Chalcomitra viridisplendens Reich w. (Blue-headed Olive Sunbird). 

3 2, 9 1, Juv. 4. Was a fairly common species. The pectoral tufts in 
males from Elgon are paler than those in birds from Mabira and further west. 

4. Chalcomitra acik aequatorialis Reichw. (Red-breasted Black Sunbird). 

3 1,9 1, imm. 1. Fairly common in the lower country, but not met with 
in the forests on Elgon itself. 

5. Cimiyris venustus falkensteini Reichw. & Fisch. ( Falkcnstein’s Orange- 

tufted Sunbird). 

(a) 3 4, (b) 3 2. (a) Four males appear to be identical with specimens col- 

lected from Lumbwa district, B.E.A., but two others (b) are much more orange 
on the underside and have the pectoral tufts of a deeper shade. These two were 
collected on the plains of Bukedi on the way to Elgon, while the others were 
collected on the foothills. The two richly coloured birds more nearly resemble 
G\ it. igneiventris (Rchw.). 
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0. Cimiyris cupreus Shaw {Bronze Sunbircl). 

6 1, + 1, d Juv. 1. Fair numbers were seen. 

7. Cinnyris reichenowi Sharpe (Reichenow’s Red- breasted Sunbird). 

o' 2, $ 1, Juv. d L V 1. Apparently takes the place of C. orphogaster in 
Fa stern Uganda. 

8. Nectarinia kilimensis Shelley 'Long-tad Green Sunbird) (PI. IV. & V.). 
d 1, $ 1. Was common, but did not occur high up. 

9. Nectarinia taeazze Stanl. (Long-tail Purple Sunbird). 
o 3, 9 2. This species was comparatively common, but difficult to pro- 
cure. They ascended higher up Elgon than the preceding species. 

PARIDAE. 

1. Parus funereus Verr. (Blue-grey Tit), 
d 1, 9 1, d Juv. .3, 9 1. A common bird in the higher forests. 

2. Parus leueometas Itiipp. (White- winged Blue-black Tit), 
d 1, $ 1, imm. 1. Was a common species in the forest of the foothills 
and in the acacia country. 

3. Parus albiventris Shell. (White-bellied Tit), 
d 3, £ 2. Very common in the forests on Elgon. 

Parisoma jacksoni Sharpe (Jackson’s Ashy Tit- Warbler), 
d 2. They were not very common. In habits these birds are somewhat 
like flycatchers and have also been mistaken for the brown Pigmy Honey-guide 
P. r eg ulus. 



SYLVIIDAE. 

1. Meloeichla mentalis atricauda Reich w. (Great Fantail Swam]) Warbler). 

9 2. Obtained on the banks of the rivers. 

2. *Cisticola hunteri Sharpe (Hunter’s Long- tailed Warbler), 
d 3, 9 2, imm. 2. There is some doubt as to these being C. hunteri , but 
they are high country birds, being found in the scrub and grass on the edges of 
forests and in forest clearings. 

They do not agree with C. prinioides. Specimens collected by Jackson on 
Elgon have been referred to C. hunteri . 



3. Cisticola eheniana Sm. (Great Grass-Warbler). 

d 3. These birds are not quite the same as some obtained in the Elgeju 
district, but as there is considerable variation according to age and wear this 
may be the reason. 
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4. *Cisticola cbubbi Sharpe (Chubb's Plain-backed Grass Warbler). 

<j $ I, ? imm. 1. Apparently a common bird in this district. They 
are very like C. r. nnini , but are much paler on the back, more greyish, and the 
brown on the hind neck is more sharply differentiated. 

The young birds, however, are difficult to distinguish. 

They were nesting in May. 

5. Cisticola rufa Fraser ? (Little Brown-backed Grass Warbler). 

9 1. This single female specimen appears to be midway between C. rufa 
and ( 7 . calamoherpe , but lacks the striated head of the latter, and is smaller. 



6. Sckoenicola apicalis Cab. (Fan- tailed Reed Warbler). 

d 2. A very fine pair, rather more brown on the baek than Nairobi speci- 
mens, but this no doubt is due to the plumage being fresh. 



7. Bradypterus centralis Neum. (Speckled- breasted Swamp Warbler). 

o 3, 9 1. I have before me a scries of 37 skins, with wings varying from 
53 to 50 mm. Four specimens from Elgon district are rather whiter on the 
underside than birds from Nairobi district, the olive-brow n wash of the sides of 
the chest not so distinct and not meeting in the centre. Three of the specimens 
show just a trace of speckling on the lower throat, the other a few narrow black 
shaft streaks. 

In the large series from Nairobi area, no two birds are alike in regard to this 
speckling, nor yet do they agree in the colour of the flanks, which varies from 
a yellowish brown to grey- brown, or even red-brown. 

These birds were procured in the reed beds of swamps and livers and are 
shy and difficult to procure unless one lies in wait for them. 

Though shy, they are full of curiosity and will come to the tops of the reeds 
to look around, and it is then that they can be obtained. 

8. Bradypterus cinnamomeus salvadorii Neum. ? (Rufous Swamp Warbler). 

O 3, $ 2. These birds, according to information supplied me by Dr. Har- 
tert, are very close to B. c. salvadorii , but the tails are much darker. The 
crown is almost uniform in colour with the back. The wing measurements 
vary from 65-6S mm. 

These birds are quite distinct from B. cinnamomeus from Kikuyu and Man. 

They are not common, though frequently heard. They inhabit the same 
swamps as the preceding species. 

9. Prinia mystacea Rupp. (White-eyebrowed Bush Warbler). 

$ 1. Common on the lower hills by the edges of forest land. 

10. Prinia reichenowi Hart!. (Reichenov'’s White-throated Bush Warbler). 

(7 1, V 1. Common in the for^ts and in the forest clearings. 
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11. Apalis porphyrolaema Reich. & Neum. (Reel- throated Forest Warbler). 

1, $ 1. Not a common species. It is found frequenting the tree tops 
and middle growth of the forests. 

12. Apalis jacksoni Sharpe (Jackson’s Black-throated Forest Warbler).* 

d 2, $ 1, imm. d 2. Fairly common. There are slight differences be- 
tween birds from West Elgon and those from Nairobi district, but not sufficient 
to warrant separation. 



13. Apalis cinerea Sharpe (Brown-headed Forest Warbler). 

o 1 . This species is most frequently met with along the forest stream g 
and in the middle growth. It apparently takes the place of A . nigresccns in 
Eastern Uganda. 



14. Eremomela elegans Hcugl. (Grey-headed Acacia Warbler). 

d 2. This species was not common on West Elgon, but was plentiful on 
the eastern foothills. They were not seen on the mountain, but occurred in the 
more open forest and acacia country on the low foothills. 



15. Camaroptera griseoviridis Mull. (Green- winged Forest Warbler). 
d 1, $ 1. Fairly plentiful in the forest undergrowth. 

10. Camaroptera toroensis Jackson (Toro Green- winged Forest Warbler). 

d 1 . This is the easternmost locality, as far as I can ascertain, in which this 
species has been collected. 

17. Hylia prasina Cass. (Olive Tit- Warbler). 

cJ 2, ? 1. Apparently this bird has a very wide distribution, without show- 
ing the slightest change in plumage. The size varies somewhat. 

18. Phylloscopus trochilus Linn. (European Willow Warbler). 
d 1, $ 1. Flocks were met with, both in the open country and in the 
forests, in March. 



19. Sylvia borin Bodd. (Garden Warbler). 
d 2, $ 2. Common on migration. Found in the scrub country as well 
as on the edges of forest land. 



20. Sylvia atricapilla Linn. (Blackcap Warbler). 
d 3, $ 2. Fairly common between October and March, 

19 



290 



XOVITATES ZOOLOGICAE XXV. 191$. 



TURDIDAE. 

1. Turdus elgonensis Sharpe (Elgon Brown- flanked Thrush). 

o L ? 2, Juv. 3 1. The amount and intensity of the brown on the flanks 
and belly varies considerably. Some specimens lack all trace of white on the 
abdomen. 



2. Turdus centralis Reieliw. (Yellow- billed Thrush), 
o 1. Not so common as the preceding species, on Elgon. 



SAXICOLINAE. 

1. Monticola saxatilis Linn. (Blue-headed Rock Thrush). 
c> 2. Was not seen on Elgon, but a few were noticed on the plains. 

2. *Saxicola salax Verr. (Afriean Stonechat). 
o 3, $ 1. Common on the low country and foothills. 



3. Saxicola rubetra L. (European Whinchat). 

3 4, ? 2. During the winter this species is common, being seen from 
October to April, in the plains. 



TIMELIINAE. 

1 . *Turdinus pyrrhopterus Reich w. & Neum. (Grey-headed Forest Ground Thrush). 

o 2, $ 1 . Not a common bird and difficult to procure, owing to their 
habits of keeping to the thick undergrowth. 

2. *Alcippe abyssinica Rupp. ( Olive- backed Forest Chat). 

? 1. Like the preceding species these birds are easily overlooked, as they 
keep to the undergrowth. 

3. Bathmedonia jacksoni Sharpe (Jackson’s Cinnamon Forest Chat). 

3 G, U 1, imm. 3 1, $ 2. These birds were fairly common, frequenting 
the low dense scrub of the forests. 

ERITHACINAE. 

1. *Tarsiger elgonensis Sharpe (Elgon Black-tailed Tarsiger). 

3 3, £ 1, Juv. o 1. Not a common species. They frequent the forest 
undergrowth. 

This species ean be readily distinguished from T, intensus or T. onentahs 
by the absence of any yellow on the tail feathers, by being generally more richly 
coloured and having the white spot above and in front of the eye extending 
almost from the nostril to the posterior angle of the eye. A point of great interest 
is that the young of this species has yellow on the reetrices, but it differs from 
the young of closely allied species in being generally more buffy and spotted 
on the underside, instead of being yellowish or yellowish green and spotted. 



